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were left owing their banks the money
they borrowed because some unelected,
unconfirmed bureaucrat said this is the
way we’re going to do it. Oh, yes, well,
of course, they did have to run into a
lazy bankruptcy court’s judge. Maybe
he’s not lazy; maybe he’s just ambi-
tious, who would sign off on that and
give it the color of law.

But some may not know bankruptcy
judges have to stand for reappoint-
ment, and many bankruptcy judges
hope that they will invoke the favor of
a President who will elevate them to a
Federal district bench for life rather
than on the bankruptcy court. And
that has happened before many, many
times.

But Congress stood mute and let the
Constitution be turned upside down, let
the laws that this body passed be
turned upside down. So then the last
hope of all the checks and balances put
in place by our Founders was the Su-
preme Court. And Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsberg, to her credit, put a 24-hour
hold on that fiasco, that abomination
under the laws of the United States
and the Constitution. But she withdrew
it, or it died at the end of the 24 hours,
and all checks and balances on power
were avoided, and we did exactly what
the Founders hoped would never hap-
pen: we ignored the power of all the dif-
ferent branches so that one unelected,
unappointed group could just run
things as they wanted.

We can’t let that type of action hap-
pen again here. We created the mili-
tary commissions in this Congress
under our authority of the Constitu-
tion. It is our obligation as a Congress
to step in and protect the people of
New York from the terrorism that will
in all likelihood flow. And if you don’t
believe it, then go read the unclassified
pleading filed by Khalid Sheikh Mo-
hammed. If you don’t believe that they
mean harm, then you can check out
the accounts of what goes on at Guan-
tanamo.

What we have seen, found out in trips
to Guantanamo Bay, shows that these
guys are being treated better than pris-
oners I've ever seen in State or Federal
prison in Texas and in other Federal
prisons in the country, maximum secu-
rity prisons, that is. They’re fed well.
They get several hours a day outside.
They are given movie hours to watch
movies.

In fact, one of the biggest problems
at Guantanamo is not for the prisoners
but comes from the prisoners. They are
so brilliant and innovative, they figure
out ways to throw urine and feces on
our guards. But the standing order at
Guantanamo, as told by the com-
mander to me, the standing order is
whoever has urine or feces thrown on
them from one of the inmates may go
and shower and change and take the
rest of the day off. But to my knowl-
edge, nobody has taken the rest of the
day off. They go shower, clean up, and
then they come back to duty.

I was told that there was one service-
member who, from having feces thrown
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on him, actually lost his temper and
yelled at the inmate, and for that he
received an article 15 punishment for
losing his temper after he had body ex-
crement thrown on him.

When I have tried to find out if there
wasn’t some way to punish the pris-
oners who commit those types of as-
saults on our guards, I’'m told that be-
cause there are so many international
visitors, including Red Cross or what-
ever groups, come, Amnesty Inter-
national, the groups that come, they
come often enough that the people at
Guantanamo did not want for these
groups to come and find they put some-
body in solitary confinement, despite
the physical assaults. So there is no
real punishment that is inflicted upon
inmates that commit assaults on
guards.

But, in fact, they may take a couple
of their 4 hours of movie watching
away; and if it’s a bad enough assault
on one of our guards, they may take
away some of their time outside, which
the inmates enjoy, of course, very
much, and they get more of than most
any prison that I've been to, maximum
security prison.
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A maximum security prison, that is
what we are dealing with in Guanta-
namo. People are well taken care of.
But they are dangerous, and they want
to destroy our way of life. And until
their buddies declare that the war is
over, we ought to continue to maintain
them and keep them locked up away
from American soil. And if the admin-
istration is absolutely intent on trying
them before their buddies cease this
war upon America, then it ought to be
before a military commission, as Con-
gress created in 2006 and has been
amended even this year at the request
of this administration.

So that’s why I'm going to be filing a
bill and asking, Mr. Speaker, col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
please join in. Let’s protect the fami-
lies of victims of 9/11 in New York from
having to endure this insufferable blow
of having smirking, happy terrorists
come to New York and gloat over this
destruction and death they caused
there. They do not deserve to gloat
over the deaths and destruction they
brought to New York City. They do not
deserve to gloat over the destruction
and death in Washington, D.C.

They deserve to be kept confined for
the rest of their natural lives, but at
least until their buddies say they are
no longer at war, and they all give up,
and then we can pound our swords into
plowshares. Until that time, this body
owes a duty to American citizens to
protect it, to see that the administra-
tion doesn’t subject it to unnecessary
harm.

So with that, Mr. Speaker, I will
yield back the balance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

November 17, 2009

Mr. YOUNG of Florida (at the request
of Mr. BOEHNER) for from 2 p.m. until
3:15 p.m. today on account of official
business.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

———
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled bills of the House of the fol-
lowing titles, which were thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 955. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
10355 Northeast Valley Road in Rollingbay,
Washington, as the ‘“‘John ‘Bud’ Hawk Post
Office.”

H.R. 1516. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 37926 Church Street in Dade City, Florida,
as the ‘““‘Sergeant Marcus Mathes Post Of-
fice”.

H.R. 1713. An act to name the South Cen-
tral Agricultural Research Laboratory of the
Department of Agriculture in Lane, OKkla-
homa, and the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 310 North Perry
Street in Bennington, Oklahoma, in honor of
former Congressman Wesley ‘“Wes” Watkins.

H.R. 2004. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 4282 Beach Street in Akron, Michigan, as
the ‘“Akron Veterans Memorial Post Office’.

H.R. 2215. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 140 Merriman Road in Garden City, Michi-
gan, as the ‘“‘John J. Shivnen Post Office
Building”’.

H.R. 2760. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1615 North Wilcox Avenue in Los Angeles,
California, as the ‘“‘Johnny Grant Hollywood
Post Office Building™’.

H.R. 2972. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 115 West Edward Street in Erath, Lou-
isiana, as the ‘“‘Conrad DeRouen, Jr. Post Of-
fice”.

H.R. 3119. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 867 Stockton Street in San Francisco,
California as the “Lim Poon Lee Post Of-
fice”.

H.R. 3386. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1165 2d Avenue in Des Moines, Iowa, as the
“Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans Memorial
Post Office”.

H.R. 3547. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 936 South 250 East in Provo, Utah, as the
“Rex E. Lee Post Office Building”’.

————
SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced her signa-
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of
the following titles:
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